awarded a decoration some years later, with the support of G. Well, what of that ? It's quite natural* Then there's some story about a priest, very complicated, which I advise you to ignore."
" Why ? "
" Because you can't make head or tail of it. G. is said to have seen this priest I don't know how many times. They dined together. All this at the time of Combes and the religious Orders. Just when G. was voting with Combes. But it's no secret that G. did not approve of all Combes's measures and that, like Briand, he was in favour of treating the Orders less harshly and not expelling them unceremoniously. It's a long way from that to supposing that this priest served as an intermediary, and that there were underhand intrigues, promises of electoral support, subsidies. . . . For that matter, the priest may simply have prepared him for communion when he was a child. . . .
" He is also accused of being an antimilitarist on the sly during his military service. His colonel reports Mm as * a dangerous influence, but too clever to put himself openly in a position which would enable him to be punished.* In other words, his colonel at that time regrets that he was not able to send him to the disciplinary companies. But that probably doesn't prevent the present officer commanding in his constituency from getting him to use his influence on his behalf."
" All this seems to me very poor stuff. Isn't anything more serious, or more definite, mentioned in connection with his political life ? You're not leaving things out, are you?"
" No. I'm only leaving out the compliments* For there is everything in our files, even compliments. Would you like to hear this, word for word ? c He enjoys, both in his own political circle and in the different circles with which he is in contact, a reputation for absolute honesty, .„.***
** Very annoying, that," murmured de Champcenais, despite himself.
" You find it so, do you ? Well, perhaps it is. It goes on:

